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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts 
730 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, MA 02476 
Phone: 781-316-3000 

webmasterWtown.arlington.ma.us 

Meeting Minutes 

Arlington Human Rights Commission Minutes - Final 
July 15, 2009 

Present : Christine Carney, Vice Chair Vita Cohen, Stacy Davison, Chair Nick Minton, Judson Pierce, Marlene Schultz, Bill Shea, 
Nancy Sweeney 

Absent : Sheri Baron, Marlissa Briggett, Jorge Loayza, Nancy Rhoads 
Open Forum - No guests this evening 

Review of April Minutes - Motion was made and approved to accept the minutes 
Review of June Minutes - Motion was made and approved to accept the minutes 



July 15 2009 


Networks and Coalitions 

MAHRC - Commissioner Nancy Sweeney noted that there were no MAHRC meetings during the summer. Commissioner Christine 
Carney brought to the Commission’s attention information from the Needham Human Rights Commission which might be useful for the 
Commission’s consideration of a Dialogue on immigration. 


Incidents and Complaints 

Disability Complaint follow up - Commissioner Bill Shea noted that he had talked to the individual who indicated that he has post 
traumatic stress syndrome about his issues with a variety of people including his landlord and the post office. Though the individual was 
sent a complaint form by the Commission, to date it has not been returned. 


Graffiti incident - A police report of racial graffiti being found in the parking lot of Thorndike Field was discussed. The report also 
noted elements of vandalism involving graffiti on an automobile in the parking lot. Since the information in the report was rather 
limited and since a representative of the Arlington Police Department was not present to provide further information, Commissioner 
Bill Shea, the Commission’s liaison with the Arlington police, indicated that he would contact the Police Department and seek further 
information. Commissioner Vita Cohen indicated that she had been contacted by a reporter from the Arlington Advocate about the 
graffiti incident and he had indicated that he would seek to be present at the July 15 th meeting of the Commission. However, he was not 
in attendance. 


Subcommittee Reports 

Marriage Equality Dialogue - This Dialogue is to be scheduled for Thursday, September 17 th . A tentative title is “Gay Marriage: 
Looking Backward and Looking Ahead.” Commissioner Judson Pierce will work with the Commission’s Staff Assistant, Marylynn 
Carnell, to arrange a suitable venue. 


“Building a Bias Free Foundation” Workshop - This event is still being considered for Thursday, November 12. Commissioner 
Stacy Davison provided updated information to the Commission and noted that a small sum of money would be needed to support the 
event. 

Motion: Commissioner Bill Shea moved and Commissioner Christine Carney seconded a motion to approve up to S75 to 
support the November 12 th workshop. The vote was unanimous to approve the motion. 


(please turn over page) 

Schools - Commission Chair Nick Minton noted that he had not yet contacted the Superintendent of the Arlington Schools with an 
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invitation to meet with the Commission, but that he intended to do so. The invitation will suggest a meeting with the Commission at 
either the Commission’s regular September 2009 or October 2009 meeting. 


Policies and Procedures no report 


Rapid Response/Publicity - no report 


Other Business - 

Town Meeting Invocation Incident -- Some information about the disagreement expressed by some Town Meeting members about 
the sectarian nature of the invocation to open one session of Town Meeting was made available to the Commission by Commissioners 
in attendance at the session. No request to review this matter has come before the Commission. 


Human Right Commission Vacancy - One vacancy exist on the Commission since the resignation of Commissioner Chris Deshler 
to serve on the Arlington Finance Committee. The Commission’s Staff Assistant, Marylynn Carnell is requested to clarify which 
appointing authority is responsible for filling this vacancy and to convey to that appointing authority notice of the vacancy. 


Motion to adjourn was made and approved. 

Submitted by: 

Nick Minton 

Chair, Arlington Human Rights Commission 
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